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Dear colleague,
Firearms contribute to armed violence and organised crime, conflicts, global terrorism,
and subsequently impede sustainable development and crisis management efforts. As
a result, they destabilize entire regions, states, and societies, as well as exacerbate
the impact of terrorist attacks.

The diversion and trafficking of firearms represents a significant threat to the security
of the EU and its partners. This makes the establishment of common legal frameworks
and definitions across the EU an ever-pressing event. At current, most EU MS have
not yet fully transposed and implemented the Firearms Directive, which hampers
efforts to systematically collect and share information within and between MS to detect
diversion of firearms to criminals within the EU.

THE EU COMMISSION ESTIMATES THAT ABOUT 35
MILLION ILLICIT FIREARMS ARE IN THE HANDS OF

EU CIVILLIANS, AMOUNTING TO 56% OF THE TOTAL
OF FIREARMS.

What have we done so far

REGISYNC’s objective is to harmonize the legal arms registers throughout the EU, as
well as eight neighborhood countries by promoting common minimum standards.
Integrating data standards facilitates tracing efforts, as well as the successful
implementation of international investigations of diversion and trafficking cases.

So far, to achieve this goal, REGISYNC has:

Developed a data collection tool to track firearm registers;

Created 21 country profiles, validated with the firearms registry authorities;

Issued a policy paper analysing the findings of the country reports.
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REGISYNC aims to contribute in the fight against illicit firearms diversion in EU Member
States through the promotion of common minimum standards and effective practices in
national firearms registers and improved information exchange among law enforcement
agencies (LEAs) in the EU and in the neighboring regions.

Findings

Most registries in the surveyed countries have security procedures in place to
access the system (to enter, edit, or view data);

Аbout half of the surveyed state registries include legislatively defined
components; and an authority, that both owns and is responsible for updating
registry data;

Firearm data contained in the registries typically includes the brand, type, model,
caliber, and serial number. Information on the essential components, is also
frequently included, as is information on limited circulation firearms and
collection firearms, deactivated firearms, firearms modified to salute and
acoustic expansion, and signal-blank firearms;

A significant number of registries include linkages with other databases and a
tracing capability. Thus, it is possible to trace weapons from import to the last
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A significant number of registries include linkages with other databases and a
tracing capability. Thus, it is possible to trace weapons from import to the last
legal owner, although this is not necessarily conducted through the firearms
registry itself;

State authorities develop and routinely make reports accessible to the public.

REGYSINC finds that while there is no objective definition of what constitutes
‘‘common minimum standards”, the compilation of elements listed above sets a firm
foundation of what should be considered a “best practice”.

More information available @ https://regisync.eu/

Expect the next issue of this newsletter in April 2023.
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